Intravasation of barium sulphate at barium enema examination.
We report a case of venous intravasation of barium sulphate occurring during a routine barium enema examination for investigation of rectal bleeding. The patient suffered a cardiopulmonary arrest, but made a full recovery after organ support in intensive care. Review of radiographs from the examination showed intravasated barium in pelvic vessels. We review the literature on this rare, but serious, complication of barium enema examination and suggest measures by which intravasation can be prevented.